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Keys to understanding inequality in the world

Wealth 
concentration

10% of the population 
currently concentrates 
more than 50% of global 
wealth.

Extreme poverty

Nearly 700 million people 
in the world live in extreme 
poverty.

Inequality is also 
gender-based

Women are more likely 
than men to live below 50% 
of median income.

Countries with the lowest human development index

The Human Development Index is an indicator developed by the United Nations 
that classifies countries into three levels of human development. The index is 
composed of life expectancy, education and per capita income indicators.

South Sudan 0.385

Chad 0.394

Niger 0.400

Central African Rep. 0.404

Burundi 0.426

Mali 0.428

Mozambique 0.446

Burkina Faso 0.449

Yemen 0.455

Guinea 0.465

Data from 2022.

Main causes

Current fiscal policies, which lead to a 
reduction in people's incomes;

corruption and illicit capital flows; 
concentration of wealth;

unequal access to education; in-work 
poverty; and unequal employment 
opportunities.

How can we end 
inequality?

We must promote more equitable access to 
education and well-paid jobs; put in place a 
global financial register to limit tax evasion; 
end the extreme concentration of wealth.

Source: International Labour Organization (2022), United Nations (2022) and World Bank (2023).
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