
Svalbard, the world's largest seed bank

Entrance
It has cameras and motion 
sensors to ensure security

Tunnel
It is 130 m long 
and its first half is 
made of reinforced 
steel because the 
rock is unstable

Cooling 
equipment
Mantain the 
temperature at -18º C

Vaults
They can contain up 
to 4.5 million different 
types of seed

SVALBARD 
ARCHIPELAGO

The complex is 
located 130 
metres below 
sea level

How are they stored?
The seeds are placed in 
airtight boxes, in moisture 
and puncture-resistant 
envelopes
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Sources: How It Works, Seedvault.no, CropTrust.org
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