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The complex is located 130 metres below sea level
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They can hold up 
to 4.5 million 
different types of 
seeds.

It measures 130 m 
and its first half is 
reinforced with 
steel because the 
rock isunstable.

They maintain the 
temperature 
at-18°C.

Equipped with 
cameras and 
motion sensors to 
ensure security.

How are seeds stored?

Seeds are placed in airtight boxes, inside envelopes that are 
resistant tomoisture and punctures.

There are more than 6,000 different species

In total, there are 1,386,102 samples in the vault

Distribution by region
Out of a total of 1.35–1.38 million samples in storage (figures for 2025–2026), the distribution 
is the following:

Europe 15 % 
(predominantly cereals, 

fodder crops and 
historicalvarieties)

North America 
5–7 %

large collections 
of cereals and 

legumes)

Asia 40 % 
(rice, wheat, barley, 
pulses, traditional 

vegetables)

Africa 20 % 
 (crops adapted to dry climates and 

traditional species)

Latin America and 

the Caribbean 15 %  Oceania 2–3 % 

 (maize, potato, 
beans,chillies and 

Andean crops)
 (smaller volume but high genetic value 
due toadaptation to extreme climates)

Sources:How It Works, Seedvault.no, CropTrust.org, report.croptrust.org,pressroom....crisat.org

Seeds banks [More articles on Sustainability]fghtyhrgefwdfg

https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability/seed-banks-future-of-biodiversity
https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability
https://www.iberdrola.com/home

