
HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR WASTE TO BREAK DOWN? 

It is estimated that by 2050, 3.4 billion tonnes of waste will be produced in the 
world and, as a result,  2.6 billion tonnes of CO 2 will be emitted. 

Tetra Brik 
30 years Scrunched up paper 

8 months - 1 year Chewing gum 
5 years 

Cotton buds 
300 years 

Batteries 
500 - 1,000 years 

 

Glass bottle 
4,000 years 

Cigarette butts 
1 - 10 years 

Aluminium can 
40 - 100 years Plastic bottle 

+ 400 years 

Plastic bag 
1,000 years 

Sources: `What a Waste 2.0´ report (World Bank, 2016) and Marine Conservation Society (MSC). 
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