
The evolution of mobile networks

The connectivity that makes mobile communications possible has developed 
through successive generations. Here is a summary of how we got to where we 
are today.
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1G - The first generation took analogue voice calls 
beyond the landline telephone, paving the way for 
commercial cellular telephony

2G - Digital technology made calls more efficient and 
enabled SMS text messaging, while the Global System 
for Mobile Communications (GSM) established a 
common mobile standard

3G - With the Universal Mobile Telecommunications 
System (UMTS) and International Mobile 
Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000), mobile phones 
gained web browsing, email and video calling, ushering 
in the era of mobile internet

4G - Long-Term Evolution (LTE) and its successor, 
LTE-Advanced, established mobile broadband, 
enabling high-definition video, apps and cloud 
services on mobile phones

5G - combines the technical specifications of New 
Radio with high capacity, low latency and massive IoT 
connectivity to enable immersive experiences, cloud 
services and new industrial applications

6G - MT-2030 envisages immersive experiences, 
more ubiquitous connectivity and new forms of 
collaboration. The ITU is exploring peak speeds of 
50, 100 or 200 Gbit/s, while 3GPP anticipates a 
model in which AI agents play a leading role. 
However, 6G is still at the definition and 
standardisation stage

Everything about 5G [More articles about Our innovation model]

https://www.iberdrola.com/home
https://www.iberdrola.com/about-us/our-innovation-model/what-is-5g-advantages
https://www.iberdrola.com/about-us/our-innovation-model
https://www.iberdrola.com/conocenos/productos-servicios/movilidad-electrica

