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A  dozen  experts  took  part  this  morning  in  the  sixth  edition  of  the  Armed
Forces and Civil Society Seminar 

Iberdrola and CESEDEN analysed the role of 
the Armed Forces and the business 
community in compliance with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals

 The seminar, entitled ‘The SDG: involvement of the Armed 
Forces and companies’, was closed by Lieutenant-General 
Francisco de Paula  Bisbal  Pons of the Marine Corps and head 
of the CESEDEN, and the secretary of  Iberdrola’s  Board of 
Directors, Julián Martínez-Simancas

  
Madrid.   Iberdrola and the Higher Centre for National Defence Studies 
(Centro Superior de  Estudios  de la  Defensa  Nacional (CESEDEN)) the 
Spanish Armed Forces’ main joint military teaching centre discussed the 
role of the Armed Forces and business in compliance with the  United

Nations Sustainable Development Goals from the 2030 Agenda.

The seminar, which started  at 9:00 a.m., featured talks by  
Brigadier General Francisco José  Dacoba   Cerviño , director of the 
Higher Centre for National Defence Studies and co-manager of 
the seminar; Manuel Aragón Reyes, Constitutional Law professor 
at the Universidad  Autónomo  de Madrid and co-manager of the 

seminar, and Santiago Martínez Garrido, head of legal services at 
Iberdrola. 

During the event, a dozen SDG experts discussed the need to drive the 17 
objectives defined by the United Nations in 2015 which are crucial to the 
future of humankind and which include elimination of poverty and 
combating climate change, education,  equality  for women, defence of the 
environment and city design.
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During the first part of the Seminar, entitled  Significance and function of 
the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDG) , María del Mar Hidalgo García, 
an analyst at the Spanish Institute of Strategic Studies ( Instituto   Español  
de  Estudios   Estratégicos  (IEEE)) talked about  The  notion of sustainable 
development.  She was followed by Blanca  Palacián  de  Inza , also an IEEE 
analyst, who stressed the need for global action to combat poverty and 
inequality.

Next, Carlos  Sallé  Alonso, director of Energy Policy and Climate Change 
at Iberdrola, focused on  The Collaboration between States and Civil 
Society to achieve the SDG.  Lastly, Manuel Aragón Reyes underlined the 
fact that the SDG are a material guarantee of human rights.

The   essential   role   of   the   armed   forces   and   the   business
community

The second part of the seminar, which was entitled  The  involvement of the 
Armed Forces and companies in the SDG , was delivered by IEEE 
associate analyst Colonel Juan Alberto  Mora   Tebas , who based his 
presentation on  The SDG as a relevant factor in defence and security in 
the Sahel.  After this, Lieutenant Colonel Jesús  Díez   Alcalde  of the Army 
and also an IEEE  analyst,  explained the contribution of the Armed Forces 
to the Goal 16: peace and justice.

He was followed by two Iberdrola representatives:  Agustín  Delgado Martín, 
Director of Innovation, Sustainability and Quality, and Mónica Oviedo  
Céspedes , Head of Sustainability. The former tackled  The  contribution of 
companies to the SDG,  while the latter talked about the plan to integrate 
these in the company.

It should be mentioned, in this regard, that  Iberdrola is deeply committed
to compliance with the Sustainable Development Goals . The company 
focuses its efforts on the supply of affordable and clean energy (Goal 7) 
and on climate action (Goal 13) while also contributing directly to ensuring 
clean water and sanitation (Goal 6), increasing its investment in R&D&I  
activities (Goal 9), promoting respect for the life of terrestrial ecosystems 
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(Goal 15) and working to establish partnerships to achieve the goals (Goal 
17).

The Armed Forces and Civil Society Seminar :    The SDG: involvement of 
the Armed Forces and companies  was closed at around 2 pm by  
Lieutenant-General Francisco de Paula  Bisbal  Pons of the Marine Corps 
and Head of the CESEDEN , and the secretary of  Iberdrola’s  Board of 
Directors, Julián Martínez-Simancas.

About the CESEDEN

The Higher Centre for National Defence Studies (Centro Superior de Estudios 
de la Defensa Nacional (CESEDEN) is the main joint military teaching facility for
the Spanish Armed Forces. The CESEDEN provides higher studies in national 
defence and investigation and encourages and disseminates the culture of 
defence. Among the most significant courses taught at the centre are the 
National Defence Course, the training course for promotion to the rank of 
General Officer and advanced military training courses. 

As part of these activities, particularly with regard to post-graduate 
qualifications, the CESEDEN establishes collaborations and agreements with 
public and private defence universities, defence universities (CUD) and other 
public and private corporations and institutions.

These courses and research projects are carried out with support from the 
Higher School of the Armed Forces (Escuela Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas 
(ESFAS), the Spanish Institute of Strategic Studies (Instituto Español de 
Estudios Estratégicos (IEEE), the Joint Concept Development Centre (Centro 
Conjunto de Desarrollo de Conceptos (CCDC) and the Spanish Military History 
Commission (Comisión Española de Historia Militar (CEHISMI)).

About Iberdrola
 
Iberdrola is a global energy leader, the number-one producer of wind power, and one 
of the world’s biggest electricity utilities by market capitalisation. The group supplies 
energy to almost 100 million people in dozens of countries including Spain, the United
Kingdom (ScottishPower), the United States (AVANGRID), Brazil (Neoenergia), 
Mexico, Germany, Portugal, Italy and France. With a workforce of around 34,000 and 
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assets in excess of €113bn, it achieved a turnover of €35bn and a net profit of €3bn in
2018. 
 
Iberdrola is leading the transition towards a sustainable energy model through 
investments in renewable energy, smart grids, large-scale energy storage and digital 
transformation, to offer the most advanced products and services to its customers. 
Thanks to its commitment to clean energy, Iberdrola is one of the companies with the 
lowest emissions and an international benchmark for its contribution to the fight 
against climate change and to sustainability. 
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